January 19, 2023

MINUTES OF HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

A regular session of the Human Relations Commission was held at 6:15 p.m. in Council Chambers, City Hall.

Members Attending: Block, Feltner, Holycross, Keller, Major, Severt, Villalobos.

Presiding Officer: Chairman Marvin Major, Sr.
Others Attending: City Staff
Citizens

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting commenced at 6:18 p.m. by the Chairman
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The Commission decided to invite Senator Steve Huffman to the HRC meeting to discuss the driver
education program at schools and determine the process of sending the request to the State Legislature to
be assigned to a committee.

Ms. Villalobos asked if any of the Commission members were aware of any driving schools teaching their
students how to interact with a police officer during a traffic stop. Mr. Major responded that his two children
have been taking classes at the driving schools, and such topic has not been discussed.

Mr. Keller noted that he liked the idea but wanted to discuss how to execute it. He asked if the Commission
had sufficient materials to present to the Senator or if the HRC needed more time to solidify the idea. Mr.
Major responded that a former Black police officer in the State of Illinois worked with the State Senators to
introduce a bill to pass a law requiring every student obtaining a driver



January 19, 2023

community, research needs to be done to find historically accurate facts. The HRC members decided to add
this item to the February 16 meeting agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: Brad Boehringer, 105 Crestwood Drive, stated that the local history of Native
Americans is being forgotten and recommended the Commission members look into advising Mayor and City
Council to adopt a resolution to recognize the month of November as National American Indian Heritage
Month.

Mr. Boehringer also inquired about the police interaction topic discussed and asked if issues related to it
were relevant to the city of Troy and if the Commission was overreaching. He added that Troy is very
fortunate to have great police officers and that, in his opinion, education on how to interact with police comes
from the family, even before kids are in school. Mr. Feltner noted that because the culture of every family
varies, it cannot be assumed that every kid is educated at the same level regarding how to interact with
police officers. Mr. Major and Ms. Holycross agreed that Troy has an excellent police force. However. there
is a lack of knowledge about police interaction in the community, and the absence of information prevents
combating fear of police that affects an individual
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